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THE SACRIFICES OF MOLOCH. 


Thou shall not let any of thy seed 
jass through the fire to Moloch. 
—Leviticus xviii. 21. 

In every age idolatry has been 
characterized by a spirit of cruel- 
ty. Its supporters have been 
‘without natural affection.’ The 
horrid rites of Juggernaut have 
lately been exhibited to the pub- 
lic view, by the friends of mis- 
sions. No less sanguinary were 
the ceremonies that attended the 
worship of the ancient Moloch. 

Moloch was a god of the Am- 
monites; supposed by some to 
represent the sun, by others Sa- 
turn. Thename signifies a sove- 
yeign, and refers to the same 
idolatrous power as is indicated 
under the appellation of Baal. 
The external observances in ho- 
nour of this spurious divinity, 
consisted in passing through fire. 
Vou. 1V.—Vew Sertes. 














| Some critics have imagined that 


two fires were kindled, between 
which a boy, for example, was 
led by the priests or by his p2- 
rents, or was commanded to leap 
over the flames, that he might be- 


come purified, and be consecra- | 


ted to Moloch. The septuagint 
version of Deut. xvii. 10. favours 
this idea. “ Let there not be found 
among you any one who purifieth 
his son, or daughter, by fire.” 
By the use of fire almost all idola- 
trous lustrations were effected, 
Those who.were initiated into the 
sacred mysteries of Mithra, an 
ancient god of the Persians, 
among other troublesome. cere- 
monies instituted by Zoroaster, 
had ‘to pass through heat and 
cold:’ The countrymen at Reme, 
in ancient times, having made 
large fires, would leap over them, 
believing that the task wewd 
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conciliate, on their behalf, the fa- 
vour of Pales, the goddess of hus- 
bandry. 

Moxque per ardentes stipulz crepi- 

tantis acervos 

Trajicias celeri strenua membra 

pede. 

Some of the ancient Christians 
themselves, who had not wholly 
relinquished their heathen habits, 
on the appearance of the new 
moon would kindle large piles, 
and bound over the rising flame. 
For this, by Chrysostom and 
others, they are censured. 

But these ideas furnish no true 
display of the sacrifices of Mo- 
loch. It is evident, from the tes- 
timony of scripture, that, in hon- 
our of this god, children were 
immolated. When public and 
heavy calamities were apprehend- 
ed, the son of the reigning mon- 
arch was sacrificed. ‘ When the 
king of Moab saw that the battle 
was too sore for him, he took 
with him seven hundred men that 
drew swords, to break through, 
even to the fas of Edom: but 
they could not. Then he took 
his eldest son, and offered him for 
a burnt-offering upon the wall.” 
2 Kings iii. 26, 27. From kings the 
crime descended into the ranks 
of inferior society. “The A- 
vites made Nibhaz and Tartak, 
and the Sepharvites, burnt their 
children in fire to Adrammelech.” 
2 Kings xvii. 31. From the hea- 
then the dreadful custom passed 
to the kings of Israel. Ahaz made 
his son “ pass through the fire 
according to the abominations of 
the heathen, whom the Lord cast 








out from before the children of 
Israel.” 2 Kings xvi. 3. 

The language of inspiration is 
decided on this subject. In the 
108th psalm, it is said, that the 
Israelites “ sacrificed their sons 
and their daughters to devils, and 
shed innocent blood, even the 
blood of their sons and daughters, 
whom they sacrificed to the idols 
of Canaan.” In the 7th chapter 
of Jeremiah, Jehovah says, “They 
have built the high places of 


Tophet, which is in the valley of 


the son of Hinnom, to burn their 
sons and their daughters in the 
fire; which I commanded them 
not.”’ The expressions in Ezekie! 
are yet stronger. See the 16th 
chapter. ‘“ Thou hast taken thy 
sons and thy daughters, whom 
thou -hast borne unto me, and 
them hast thou sacrificed—to be 
devoured,” 

Moloch, as described by the 
Jews, was a concave image of 
brass, having, in correspondence 
with the general monstrous ap- 
pearance of idols, the head of a 
calf, surmounted with a crown. 
The arms were extended upward 
and forward. The extremities of 
the arms were open. Into these 
the miserable victims were intro- 
duced when they fell into the 
burning body of Moloch, and 
were consumed. That the cries 
of the children might not be 
heard, drums and other instru- 
ments of music, as at the burning 
of females in Bengal, were beaten 
and sounded around the idol. 
The opinion appears to have 
prevailed, that if one child in 4 
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family were sacrificed, the rest of 
the children would be prosperous 
and happy. 

Witsius, in his Sacred Miscel- 
lanies, observes, that some things 
profitable may be learned from 
this profane usage: as that, it is 
impressed on the mind of men 
that the Supreme Power cannot 
be rendered propitious without a 
sacrifice—that the offering of 
flocks is insufficient—that our 
ehildren ought to be consecrated 
to God, and publicly honour his 
name; and that nothing should by 
us be esteemed so precious as 
that we shall be unwilling to re- 
linquish it for the promotion of 
the Divine honour. To these we 
may subjoin, that our gratitude 
to the Lord is due, who has per- 
mitted our birth in a land where 
such inhuman abominations are 
unknown, and our zeal is demand- 
ed for the diffusion of that glori- 
ous system which shall introduce 
the universal dominion of righte- 
ousness and love. 

— 


BAPTIST RELIGIOUS PUBLICATIONS. 


Ix the year 1792, the first Mis- 
sionary Society in the Baptist 
denomination for sending the 
gospel to foreign countries, was 


formed, under very peculiar cir-, 


cumstances, by a few pious indi- 
viduals in England. Doctors 
Carey and Thomas were soon 
after sent out to India to com- 
mence a missionary establish- 
ment, and translate the Scriptures 
into the language of the East. 

The accounts transmitted by 











| them of their favourable pros- 


pects, and the importance of in- 
creased exertions for the benefit 
of the heathen world, were deem- 
ed by their brethren to possess 
such deep interest as should re- 
commend them to the church at 
large. Accordingly, the letters of 
the missionaries were published, 
and the effect was such as had 
been anticipated. The missiona- 
ry flame spread among the pious, 
through England and Scotland. 
The churches were awakened to 
a sense of their dutv—the Lord’s 
treasury was replenished, and 
more labourers sent to engage in 
the work of heathen reform. 
Though the excellent Mr. Fuller 
and others travelled and preached 
for the purpose of exciting and 
diffusing this spirit of benevo- 
lence, yet it may safely be said 
that their religious periodical 
publications effected this noble 
purpose far more thorough!y and 
extensively than their labours 
could possibly do. The letters 
and reports of the brethren at 
Serampore and Jamaica, were 
hailed with pleasure, and read 
with avidity. Hence was sug- 
gested the propriety of publish- 
ing Magazines and Newspapers, 
for communicating to the public 
detailed accounts of the progress 
of the gospel in the earth; and 
also, by representing, as far as 
language will allow, the true con- 
dition of 600,000,000 idolaters, to 
excite the active sympathies of 
Christians in their favour. By 
such publications wonders have 
been effected in England. Much 
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has there been done for the per- 
ishing multitudes of the earth— 
much is still doing--and much 
remains to be accomplished. 
This flame has extended to 
America, and a fire has been 
kindled, which,we trust, will burn 
till God shall have gathered in all 
his chosen ones. The Baptist 
denomination in this country, 
though large, and by the influence 


| 
of the Spirit rapidly increasing, | 
| 
| 


yet was along time in deplorable 
ignorance of the state of the hea- 


then world, as well as of their own | 


duty to send the gospel to the 
destitute. But, within a few 
years, light and knowledge have 
been scattered—a heavenly im- 
pulse has been felt, and large 








numbers have come up to the 
help of the Lord against the | 
mighty. A few religious publi- | 
cations have been highly instru- | 
mental in effecting this change. | 
They have carried the tidings of 
victorious truth into families who 
had few or no other means of 
such information. They have ap-| 
pealed to gracious principles and | 
feelings, that breathed good-will | 
to all, but knew till then no ob-| 
jects beyond the little circle of | 


personal acquaintance, to which 
their active benevolence could be | 
applied. They described the) 
miseries of the heathen, and call- | 
ed aloud on the people of God to | 
commence a labour of love for 
their relief. Nor was the cry al- 
together in vain. It was heard 
and answered by the contribu- 
tions and prayers of many. Some 
who made this appeal have gone 








—$—— 


to their eternal rest. Others re: 
main to continue their efforts for 


| the good of souls and the glory 


of God. 

The first religious periodical 
work published by the Baptists 
in this country, was the Ameri- 
can Baptist Magazine, establish- 
ed about twenty years ago by a 
few worthy brethren in Boston, 
Massachusetts. Foreign mis- 
sions were then little thought of, 
though the church was using 
some efforts for supplying the 
destitute of this country with 
evangelical instruction. The 
work, therefore, for several years, 
contained the journals of domes- 
tic missionaries, religious com- 
munications, concise biographies 
of departed saints, accounts of 
revivals, constitution of churches, 
ordinations, and other miscella- 
neous matter; all generally well 
adapted to the taste of its readers, 
and calculated to effect the in- 
tended good. Its patronage has 
been very extensive. Though 
never sectarian, it has ever been 
decidedly Baptist; holding ever 
in view a distinct and marked 
design, that of maintaining invio- 
lably the cause of truth against 
aggressions of errour in creed or 
practice, and of diffusing among 
those who walk in the truth, that 
spirit of general benevolence 
which knows no difference be- 
tween heathen at home and hea- 
then abroad. Its profits, which 
some years have been consider- 
able, are devoted to the interest of 
missions. For several years, this 
work was asolitary light along a 
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dark coast; but time haschanged, 
and others have appeared to illu- 
mine our religious horizon, and 
to spread the light of heavenly 
truth in all directions. 

The -Western New-York Bah- 
tist Magazine was first issued 
several years ago, published by 
the Hamilton Baptist Missionary 
Society, and edited by a commit- 
tee of the Same. Its circulation 
has not heen very extensive, 
thourh read, we learn, with con- 
siderable interest in the region 
round about where it is published. 
It contains missionary journals 
and letters, copied from other 
works of a kindred nature, reports 
of Mission and Education Socie- 
ties, biographies, and other mat- 
ter suited to a work of the kind. 
Its profits are sacred to the cause 
of Christian benevolence. 

The Latter Day Luminary was 


commenced by a Committee of 


the Baptist Board of Foreign 
Missions, in Philadelphia, Feb- 
ruary, 1818. For the first four 
years it was published once in 
three months, embracing reli- 
gious communications, the offi- 
cial intelligence of the Board, con- 
cerning both missions and educa- 
tion, memoirs of good men, and a 
mass of other interesting intelli- 
gence relative to the state of reli- 
gion in our own and in other 
countries. In 1822 it was remov- 
ed to Washington, and is now 
published monthly. Its profits 
are sacred to the cause of mis- 
sions. 

The Christian 
weekly paper, was established in 


Watchman, a 











Boston, in the beginning of the 
year 1820. This paper possesses 
a considerable share of interest. 
It receives intelligence from India, 
and religious publications from 
Europe, earlier than any other 
work of the kind published by 
the Baptists. 

The Religious Intelligencer, a 
weekly paper published in Provi- 
dence, Rhode Island, was com- 
menced in May, 1820, by a young 
man, a Baptist, then associate edi- 
tor of the Rhode Island Ameri- 
can. After six months he relin- 
quished it, and it was taken up 
by a Pedobaptist, who has re- 
cently given up the editorial of- 
fice to a Baptist of good talents 
and liberal principles. 

The Columbian Star,a weekly 
paper, commenced at the office of 
the Latter Day Luminary, in 
February, 1822. It is edited with 
ability, and is rapidly increasing 
in patronage. Its profits are de- 
voted to the benefit of missions. 

The Christian 
weekly paper, in quarto size, com- 
menced on the same day with the 
Star, in Hartford, Connecticut. It 
is a neat little work, and worthy of 
support. 

The Baptist Monitor,a weekly 
paper, was established at Bloom- 
field, Kentucky, in April the pre- 
About the same time 


Secretary, a 


sent year. 
commenced the Waterville Inte!- 
ligencer, in Waterville, Maine. 
The characters of these papers 
have hardly become sufficiently 
fixed, to determine the degree of 
good they may probably effect. 
But, from their localities, their 
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present appearance, and extensive 
patronage, the assumption can 
be ventured, that they will be pro- 
ductive of much benefit to the 
church, by diffusing correct prin- 
ciples, and exciting the public 
mind to a consideration of the 
mighty work now advancing for 
the salvation of fallen man. Pro- 
posals have been issued for pub- 
lishing two or three other papers 
ofa kindred class. If founded on 
ecod principles, and well conduct- 
ed, every brother ought to wish 
them success. 

The nine publications before 
named, are not prokably read by 
more than 30 or 40 thousand Bap- 
More than 200,000 are 
therefore deprived, or rather de- 
prive themselves, of the rich in- 
struction which these contain. 


tists. 


Prejudice against missions and 


ministerial education, generally , 


arises from ignorance, misinfor- 
mation, or misapprehension of 
these objects. Religious pubii- 
cations are well calculated to re- 
move such prejudice, by giving 
correct statements of what the 
church is doing, and what success 
attends her efforts. Let every 
Baptist, then, who favours the 
design of elevating the intellectu- 
al character of our ministry, and 
of sending the bread of life to the 
famishing heathen, promote, by 
every honourable metiiod, the cir- 
culation of our publications. 
They have all one object—the ad- 
vancement of ove religion—the 


inviolable maintenance of one 
truth—which is, “ one Lord, one 
faith, ore baptism.” Z. 





AN APOLOGY 


For the Baptist Sentiments and Practices, 

Ix 1820, a small tract, bearing. this 
titl, was published at Newburyport, 
Massachusetts, and circulated among 
a few friends, by a young man whe 
had been a Pedobaptist preacher. 
Only a few copies were printed ; and 
we do not recollect ever to have 
seen any notice takeg of the essay 
by any of our publications. It was 
written in form of a letter toa friend, 
The author died about a year ago, 
full of labours in the vineyard of the 
Lord. Would our limits allow, we 
should be glad to publish the whole 
in one number; but its length requires 
it to be divided. 


DEAR SIR, 

I nave thought much of our 
conversation at your house, re- 
specting CuRIsTIAN COMMUNION. 
But, I would not intimate that I 
was in the least displeased, or 
hurt in my feelings, with your in- 
troducing the subject. On the 
contrary, your frankness in stat- 
ing your only difficulty with the 
Baptist denomination pleased me, 


‘as it was a mark of faithfulness in 


you, and at the same time afford- 
ed me opportunity to attempt its 
removal. But, as the feebleness 
of your health, and the shortness 
of my visit with you, rendered it 
inconvenient for me to state my 
arguments in vindication of my 
sentiments and practice relative to 
with desirable ful- 
ness, Clearness, ard precision, 
you will permit me to write you 
a few thoughts on that subject. 
I am confident, that you will not 


communion, 





consider this measure strange or 
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improper, for I am persuaded, | 
that your candour will lead you 
gheerfully to give me full “ liber- 
ty to answer for myself, touching 
those things whereof” my de- 
szomination * are accused.”’ 

I observed to you in our con- 
yersation, that the Pedobaptists 
themselves, as really hold to 
what has been  opprobriously 
called close communion, as the 
Baptists. The truth of this de- 
elaration, I think, will clearly 
appear, if we investigate—irst, 
Those principles of Christian 
communion, which are held in 
common by both denominations ; 
and Secondly, Those views of the 
subject, in which the Baptists dis- 
sent from their Pedobaptist bre- 
thren. Let us then investigate, 

First, Those principles of 
Christian communion, which are 
held in common by beth denomi- 
nations. Here I would observe, 

1. All will agree that the 
word Communion, implies the ex- 
stence of two parties, maintain- 
ing a mutual agreement and union 
between them. Real fellowship 
or communion must always de- 
pend on a unity of views, feelings, 
and interest. Hence the self-an- 
swering inquiry of scripture, 
* How can two walk together, ex- 
cept they be agreed ?” 

2. All will admit that com- 
munion is ¢hrecfold, as it subsists 
between an individual Christian 
and the Deity, between’one indi- 
vidual Christian and another, and 
between an individual Christian 
and the visible church. A little 








attention to this important dis- 


twalk in the light, as he is in the 


tinction, it is believed, would 
readily prevent much of that dis- 
sention, acrimony, and useless de- 
clamation, which have so long 
wounded the friends, and giad- 
dened the enemies, of Zion. 


° 


5S. The Baptists and Pedobap- 


tists are agreed, that the Chris- 


tian’s fellowship or communion 
with God, depends upon real per- 
sonal holiness, or a union with 
the Divine government. This 
sentiment is stated by the Apos- 
tle, 1 John i. 5, 6. “God is light, 
and in him is no darkness at all: 
if we say that we have fellowship 
with him, and walk in darknéss, 
we lie, and do not the truth.” If 
we would maintain communion 
with God, therefore, we must 
submit to his will, character, and 
requirements. 

4. There is no dispute between 
the two denominations relative to 
private Christian communion 
The basis of this kind of fellow- 
ship is a union between individu- 
als, founded upon visible holiness 
Their real holiness or union with 
God, being in its nature private, 
does not produce fellowship be- 
tween them, until it becomes visi. 
ble by certain signs mutually un- 
derstood. But when Christians, 
in their intercourse, converse and 
conduct in such a manner as te 
convince one another of their 
communion with God, they” per- 
ceive themselves united in a comi- 
mon cause, their hearts are ce- 
mented in love, union subsists be- 
tween them, and Cvristian fellow- 
ship is thus promoted. “If we 
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light, we have fellowship one | 
with another.” 1 Johni. 7. Pri- 
vate Christian fellowship is evi- 
dently a different thing from 
church fellowship. It exists be- | 
tween individuals, and requires 
no external rite as its prerequi- | 


ferent degrees of visible holiness, | 
and may approximate more or 
less to perfection, according to) 
circumstances. But church fel-| 
lowshif exists between an indi- | 
vidual and the visibly organized | 
ehurch, and implies submission | 
to certain prerequisites establish- | 
ed.by Christ as the indispensable | 
terms of +admission. Hence | 
Christians may consistently ex- | 
tend the hand of private Chris- | 
tian fellowship to persons whom 
they consider, under existing cir- 


| 
site, but may be founded on dif- | 


cumstances, disqualified for com- 
muning with the visible church 
ut the Lord’s table, 

5. Nor do the Baptists and 
Pedobaptists differ in their frin- 
whies of church communion. 
Their views of the nature and de- 
sign of the visible church harmo- 
nize with the sentiments of a late 
eminent Pedobaptst writer, who 
considers the church as “a so- 
cicty incorporated by the God of 
Heaven with specific chartered 
privileges, an organ of his moral 
government, formed for the ex- 
clusive purpose of giving efficacy 
and perpetuity to his revealed 





laws, doctrines, and ordinances, 
Agreeably to this | 
the church is, in scripture, called | 
“the salt of the earth,’ “the | 
light of the world,” and “ the pil- | 


among men.’’ 





— 


lar and the ground of che truth.” 
The principles of union, and 
terms of fellowship with this visi- 
ble kingdom of the Redeemer, 
have not been left to be modelled 
according to the caprice, fancy, 
and interest of sinful men, but 
have been prescribed by God 
himself, and committed to the 
church to be. unchangeably pre- 
served for her safety, the salva- 
tion of souls, and the Divine glory, 
He, who designed his church to 
be a holy community, organized 
for holy purposes, has, in scrip- 
ture, restricted its sacred privi- 
leges and immunities to persons 
making credible profession of ho- 
liness. ** Ye also, as lively stones, 
are built up a spiritual house, a 
holy priesthood, to offer up spi- 
ritual sacrifices, acceptable to 
God by Jesus Christ.” 1 Pet. i. 5. 
“And the Lord added to the 
church daily, such as should be 
saved.” Acts li. 47. 

That there may exist a union 


between the candidate and the’ 


church, it is absolutely necessary 
that the church, previously to his 
reception, examine his profession 
of holiness, and judge of its cre- 
dibility. How can the church re- 
ceive bim as a holy person, and 
worthy brother, whose holiness is 
to them invisible? How can he 
be considered duly and properly 
hreparcd for the holy rite of com- 
munion, who either makes no 
professi@n of holiness, or one, in 
view of the church, deficient, in- 
formal, or incredible? Though 
every person, believing him or 
herself to be a Christian, ought 
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to profess Christ before the 
world, and request communion 
with the visible church; yet the 
church, and not the candidate, 
has a right, and is in duty bound, 
to determine what shall be the 
condition of admission and fellow- 
ship. Indeed, the contrary, self- 
destroying principle, if adopted 
by any society, would shortly ruin, 
I say not its prosperity, but its 
very existence. 

Here you will inquire, what 
circumstances ought to attend a 
profession of holiness, to render 
it, in view of the church, credible 
and satisfactory ?—For an answer, 
I would refer you to the scrip- 
tures, and the uniform practice of 
all regular evangelical churches 
in Christendom. 

It is an established prrinciple, 
supported by reason and scrip- 
ture, that no church can consist- 
ently receive a candidate whose 
confession of faith and practice is 
not coincident with its own. 
Those whose sentiments are es 
sentially defective or erroneous, 
ought to be rejected from fellow- 
ship, lest they distract the coun- 
sels, obstruct the union, and de- 
stroy the peace of the sacred com- 


munity. Besides, a belief of the | 


truth, attended by appropriate af. 
fections of heart, is essentially to 
the credibility of a religious pro- 
fession. See Rom. xvi. 17. and 2 
John 10. “ Now I beseech you, 
brethren, mark them which cause 
divisions and offences contrary to 
the doctrine, which you have 
learned, and avoid them. If there 
come any unto you, and bring not 
Vor, IV. — New Series. 








this doctrine, receive him not into 
vour house, neither bid him God 
speed.” Itisalsoa given point, 
that the door of communion, 
ought to be for ever closed against 
the candidate, who does not cor- 
roborate his Christian profession, 
by a practical conformity to the 
precepts and institutions of the 
gospel. Without practice the 
most explicit and solemn profes- 
sions of godliness are dissatisfac- 
tory and vain. Whatever indi- 
viduals may presume todo, the 
church must not dispense with 
his injunctions, who requires his 
followers to “ observe all things 
whatsoever he has commanded.” 
If we would be his disciple, we 
must take up our cross and follow 
him, as well as call him Lord and 
Master. If we discredit and belie 
our holy profession, by our un- 
godly walk and conversation, it is 
reasonable that we should be re- 
jected from the number of God’s 
purified, peculiar people, whe are 
zealous of good works. More- 
over, it is a sentiment common 
to both denominations, that water 
baptism is essential to a complete 
and satisfactory profession of re- 
ligion. It is believed by all, that, 
as regeneration is the only condi- 
tion of membership in Christ’s 
invisible spiritual kingdom, so 
this sacred ordinance is the only 


constituted door into his visible .- 


church; by which visible Chris- 

tians may make a public profes- 

sion of faith in Christ, and be 

regularly admitted into that so- 

ciety of which he is the head. 

“* No one,” says the eminent Dr. 
24 
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Hopkins, “is to be considered 
and entreated as a member of the 
church and kingdom of Christ, 
unless he be baptized with water, 
as this is the on/y door by which 
persons can be introduced into 
the kingdom of Christ according 
to his appointment.” It is accor- 


dingly the universal practice of 


Pedobaptist, as well as of Baptist 
churches, to require of every can- 
didate, preparatory to his recep- 
tion at the Lord’s table, a practi- 
cal compliance with what they 
vesteem valid baptism. In this 
they are supported by scripture, 
which represents those who “ con- 
tinued steadfastly in the apostles’ 
doctrine, and fellowship, and in 
the breaking of bread, and in 
prayers,” as having been previ- 
ously “baptized, and added to 
the church.” Acts ii. 41, 42. 
Thus you perceive, that the two 
denominations harmonize in their 
views of communion, and that 
they always restrict church fel- 
lowship to those whom they con- 
sider visible Christians, sound in 
faith, and according to the insti- 
tution of Christ, rightly baptized. 

Let us proceed to an investiga- 
tion of those views of the subject, 
in which they dissent from each 
other. The visible difference 
consists in this, that the Pedobap- 
tists make and the Baptists de- 
cline proposals of mutual church- 
fellowship. Now I freely uc- 
knowledge, that the Pedobaptists 
at first appear more liberal than 
the Baptists. 
inquiry, this apparent liberality 
will be found to arise, not from 





different principles of communion, 
but from different views of the 
nature and qualifications of water 
baptism. If you ask regular Pe- 
dobaptists, why they are willing 
to commune with Baptists, this 
is their answer—because we con- 
sider them visible Christians, 
sound in faith, correct in practice, 
and by daptism duly initiated into 
Christ’s visible church, and be- 
lieve that there is as much (some 
of them say almost as much, 
others say more) scripture proof 
of the Baptists’ sentiments and 
practice as there is of our own. 
They often make such conces- 
sions, and thus throw much into 
the Baptist scale. But you never 
hear. Baptists make such conces- 
sions in favour of Pedobaptists. 
Consequently, consistent Baptists 
never say to them, “we are will- 
ing tocommune with you.” This 
is readily accounted for, by the 
fact, that the Bible is so full and 
plain in favour of the Baptists, 
that the validity of their baptism 
cannot be disputed. Hence, Pe- 
dobaptist writers seldom question 
its correctness, but argue for a 
mere eguality of their own, as 
in their view answering the same 
purpose. This explains their 
liberality in making such friend- 
ly proposals of communion. 
Could the Baptists be as much 
convinced, that the sentiments 
and practice of the Pedobaptists 
are supported by Divine authority, 
their invitations would not be 





But, upon candid | 





more cheerfully made than ac- 


| cepted. 
p Here, my dear Sir, I would 
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have you particularly observe, 


that we do not refuse communion | 


with Pedobaptists, because we 
are dissatisfied with their piety. 
We do not believe that any de- 
nomination has monopolized the 


fruits of the Holy Spirit. Were- } 


joice to behold in the ranks of 
Pedobaptists, many churches oc- 
cupying ground decidedly evan- 
gelical, and a host of individuals 
whom we hail as brethren, and to | 
whom we cordially extend the | 
hand of private Christian fellow- | 
ship. But, because we consider | 
them undbaptized, and consequent- 
ly disqualified for church commu- 
nion, I will particularize our rea- 
sons for such a belief. 1. We con- 
ceive, that they have departed 
from the design of baptism. To 
us it is obvious, that this religious 
rite was wisely adapted to a par- 
ticular design, upon which all its 
beauty, solemnity, and glory de- 
pend, and that it was not left to 
be changed by the authority of 
man, but received from its author 
a fixed standard, essential to its 
existence, from which the church 
cannot lawfully depart. It refre- | 
sents the union subsisting between 
believers and the glorious Media- 
tor of the everlasting covenant, 
and is an expressive figure of 
whatever is implied in making a 
Christian profession. Thus it is 
a symbol of the object of gospel 
faith, even of a Saviour dead, bu- 
ried, and raised again, to abolish 
death and secure a glorious resur- 
rection for all true believers ;— 
an expression of the Christian’s 











reliance on the object of faith ;— 


an emblem of the new condition 
into which the candidate is visi- 
bly introduced by his public pro- 
fession of religion; he is declared 
dead to sin, buried from the 
world, and raised to newness of 
life in Christ Jesus ;—a boundary, 
or dine of demarcation, between the 
world and the kingdom of Christ. 
As the Jewish rites were badges 
of the Old Testament, or typical 
dispensation, in which grace and 
salvation were conditionally pro- 
mised to all who had committed 
to them the lively oracles of God, 
so the Christian sacraments are 
the instituted badges of the New 
lestament, or evangelical dispen- 
sation, and designed to distin- 
guish those who appear to have 
the Divine requirements, not only 
committed to their hands, but 
also written in their consciences 
and hearts, Heb. viii. 10.;—an 
answer of a good conscience to- 
wards God, which necessarily im- 
plies voluntary consent, agency, 
and faith, in those who are rightly 
baptized and added to the visible 
church. We educe these views 
from the following and other pas- 
sages of scripture, which seem to 
admit no other consistent inter- 
pretation. Rom. vi. 3, 4, 5. 
“ Know ye not that so many of us 
as were baptized into Jesus Christ, 
were baptized into his death, 
Therefore we are buried with 
him by baptism into death, that 
like as Christ was raised up from 
thé dead by the glory of the Fa- 
ther, even so we should walk in 
newness of life. For if we have 
been flanted together in the like- 































- - 


SE LEET EL EEL IY EM 


me we ee biel 
a ae 





































356 THE LATTER DAY LUMINARY. 








= 





ness of his death, we shall be aiso 
in the likeness of his resurrec- 
tion.” Col. ii. 12. “™ Buried 
with him in baptism, wherein 
also ye are risen with him through 
the faith of the operation of God.” 
Gal. iii. 27. “For as many of 
you as have been baptized into 
Christ, have put on Christ.” Also 
see | Pet. iii. 21. Eph. iv. 4, 5, 6, 
&c. Now it is believed that this 
ordinance, in the hands of Pedo- 
baptists, has assumed a very dif- 
ferent signification. Vhey seem 
to consider it a kind of indifferent 
non-essential means of grace, to be 
administered without afrescribed 
mode to believers and unbelievers, 
saints and sinners, and that its 
original design is of such a plia- 
ble, indescribable nature, as to 
survive evident contradictions of 
subjects and modes of administra- 
tion. How this accords with the 
Divine intention of the ordinance, 
or is consistent with itself, is hard 
for us to understand. Indeed, it 
would seem, from their continual- 
ly shifting their ground, that they 
themselves scarcely understand 
the design of their practice, or 
the visible standing of those whom 
they professedly admit to the or- 
dinance. ‘Soon after the apos- 
tolic age many began to imagine, 
that the mere performance of this 
ceremony procured regeneration 
and pardon of sin. Tertullian, 
Chrysostom, and Augustin taught, 
that the Holy Spirit was always 
given in baptism, and that the 
consecrated water washed away 
original sin. Hence arose the 
Opinion, that this sacrament was 








absolutely necessary to salvation.” 
This strange tenet is still held by 
the Greeks and Romanists, and is 
implied in the articles and service 
of some reformed churches. A 
vast majority of Lutherans, and 
of English and American Episco- 
palians, consider baptism and re- 
generation inseparably connected, 
agreeably totheirliturgy. Though 
the Kirk of Scotland, and most 
Presbyterians and Congregation- 
alists, in this country, explicitly 
deny the existence of such a con- 
nexion between external rites and 
internal grace, yet they publicly 
render thanks to God, that those 
whom they baptize are initiated 
into the everlasting covenant of 
grace, and ingrafted into the 
church, the mystical body of 
Christ; and also affirm that uncon- 
scious and unregenerate candi- 
dates are to be considered and en- 
treated as visible saints, until ex- 
cluded for immoral or unchristian 
conduct. At different times, Pe- 
dobaptists have argued that bap- 
tism was designed “ to remove 
original sin,’ “to express the 
native purity of the human soul,” 
‘to effect regeneration,” “to de- 
clare the need of grace,” “ to be 
a mark of man’s obligation to be- 
come holy,” “to be a badge of 
being born church members,” and 
“to remind us of parental obliga- 
tion.” Thus things totally fo- 
reign and irrelevant have been in- 


troduced, and connected with’ 


this institution, while its genuine 
scriptural design has unhappily 
been so obscured and overlooked, 
that scarce a glimpse of its origts 
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nal glory appears, and its friends 
are constrained to cry—* How is 
the gold become dim! How is 
the most fine geld changed °” 
(To be continued. 
—=<———— 
THE FALL OF THE LEAF. 


- ** Now the leaf 
Incessant rustles from the mournfu! grove ; 
Oft startling such as, studious, walk below, 
And slowly circies through the waving air.” 





Tue leaves of trees and plants, 
from the expansion of their form, 
from the greenness of their hue, 
from the beauty with which they 
overspread the vegetable world, 
and from their various and abun- 
dant uses to animals, are well cal- 
culated to engage our attention. 
In most instances they are abso- 
lutely requisite to vegetable life. 
Their capacity of perspiration, 
and their powers of absorption, 
have been amply demonstrated. 
The affinity of their upper sur- 
faces to the light, the extreme 
sensibility of some of their spe- 
cies, and their power of imbibing 
impure, and giving out salubrious 
gases, are surprising. 

They have been resorted to for 
the purpose of imparting system 
to botanical arrangement. The 
leaves of the acanthus ornament 
the Corinthian capital, The 
conquerors in the Grecian games 
were compensated with leaves 
of the olive or the laurel, the pars- 
ley or the pine. When Nebu- 
chadnezzar, in his glory, is com- 
pared to a tree, it is observed that 
“the leaves thereof were fair.” 
An “olive Teaf, plucked off,” 
was an intimation to Noah that 
the waters of the deluge were sub- 








siding. The man whose hope 
the Lord is, resembles a tree plant- 
ed by the waters: “ her leaf shall 
be green.” 


But if leaves, in their vigour, 
interest the mind, their decay 
presents lessons of instruction. 
The dried leaf of the tree was 
probably the first material em- 
ployed for communicating ideas 
by writing. The falling leaf is 
adduced by the »atriarch Job, as 
an emblem of frailty and affliction: 
“ Wilt shou break a leaf driven to 
and fro? and wilt thou pursue 
the dry stubble?” 

—*“ Should a quicker breeze amid the boughs 

Sobjo’er the sky, the leafy deluge streams.” 

The flight of leaves from the 
parent tree, may aptly remind us 
of the changing nature of all 
earthly objects. They flourish 
but to decay. Manis asinner; a 
descendant from ancestors who, 
to conceal their dishonour, sewed 
together fig-leaves, and made 
themselves aprons.  Persisting 
in transgression, let him tremble 
at the voice of Heaven. “I will 
surely consume them, saith the 
Lord :—the leaf shall fade, and 
the things that [have given them 
shall pass away from them.” Lu; 
can, describing the flight of Pom- 
pey, says: “ He trembled at the 
noise of the groves, moved by the 
wind.” The same image is used 
in the sacred volume. “ Upon 
them that are left alive of you, I 
will send a faintness into their 
hearts, in the lands of their ene- 
mies ; and the sound of a shaken 
leaf shall chase them,.; and they 
shall flee as fleeing from a sword; 
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and they shall fall when none 
pursueth.”—“ A dreadful sound 
is in his ears.” Job xv. 21. 

The autumnal season has been 
considered as a symbol of our 
subjection to mortality. In this 
view, it is often referred to by the 
ancient poets. Homer, for in- 
stance, has the idea— 


“ Like leaves on trees, the race of man is found, 
Now green in youth, now with’ring on the 
ground.” 


The prophet Isaiah uses the 
same comparison. “Al] we do 
fade as a leaf, and our iniquities, 
like the wind, have taken us 
away.” Itis a fact, well known, 
at least to the botanist, that near 
the base of every leaf in nature, 
a bud is found, which presents an 
assurance of the detachment of 
the protecting stem. Our off- 
spring, as they rise around us, at 
once our consolation and care, 
premonish us, that “ instead of 
the fathers, shall come up the 
children.”” They are to occupy 
our station; and they, in their 
turn, are destined to fall. It is 
observable that the withering 
leaves, about the close of Septem- 
ber, assume new colours. The 
cheerful green subsides, and is 
Succeeded with a _ vesture of 
brown, of yellow, or of crimson. 
How similar is the character of 
the Christian; who, as the day 
of dissolution approaches, is fre- 
quently seen more beauteous in 
the graces of his profession : yet, 
unlike the changing leaf, he is 
blessed with a lively hope that 
the beauty of the Lord God shall 
‘rest upon him for ever. 


— 











off from the vine.” 


The passage in the Night 
Thoughts has deservedly been 
admired, where the author, la- 
menting the death of the youth- 
ful Narcissa, says: 


“Like blossom'd trees, o’erturn’d by vernat 


storms, 
Lovely in death the beauteous ruin lay.” 


The fine idea was perhaps sug- 
gested to the mind of Dr. Young 
by the words of the prophet Eze- 
kiel, where Israel is compared to 
a vine. Successive seasons had 
passed away, and no fruit was 
borne. “ Thus, saith the Lord, 
shall it prosper? It shall wither 
in all the leaves of her spring.” 
Ilappy if youth did but realize 
the idea, ghat no summer, no au- 
turnin of their existence, may ever 
be attaimd. Their season of 
withering may be spring. 

It is observed by Dr. Lowth, 
that the Hebrew poets were ac- 
customed to deduce their image- 
ry, frequently, from objects in 
themselves inconsiderable or 
mean: but that nothing is lost, 
from this circumstance, in rela- 
tion to sublimity. Where, as in 
the pages of inspired writers there 
is a peculiar propriety in the 
figures employed, simplicity is 
itself sublime. An observation 
of this nature can scarcely be 
better illustrated, than by the pas- 
sage in Isaiah, where the fall of a 
universe is compared to the fall 
of a leaf. “ All the host of hea- 
ven shall be dissolved, and the 
heavens shall be rolled together 
as a scroll: and all their host 
shall fall down, as the leaf falleth 
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Leaves are employed for medi- 
cinal purposes. After the con- 
flict of Christian with Apollyon, 
Mr. Bunyan says: “ There came 
to him a hand with some of the 
teaves of the Tree of Life, the 








which Christian applied to the 
wounds that he had received in 
the battle, and was healed imme- 
diately.”” That sacred tree con- 
tinues to flourish, and its leaves 
are for the healing of the nations. 








MISSIONARY INTELLIGENCE. 


FOREIGN. 
Letter from Mr. Judson to the Agent of 
the General Convention, dated 
Ava, September 30, 1822. 
MY DEAR BROTHER RICE, 


We arrived here three days ago, in 
consequence of brother Price’s being 
called by the king. His majesty re- 
ceived us, that is, brother Price, very 
favourably, and ordered a place for our 
residence. My old friend. Moung Zah. 
the chief Private Minister of State, im- 
mediately recognized me, and asked me 
several questions of a friendly nature, 
in the presence of the king; and after- 


wards conversed a little on religion, | 


and told me to remain in Ava, and not 
veturn to Rangoon. This invitation, 
from one whose word is nearly equiva- 
lent to that of the king, and who must 
have been perfectly aware of my object 
m the country, I cannot but consider 
very encouraging. And it is chiefly to 
communicate this circumstance, that I 
write this hasty line, on board our boat, 
which we have not yet been able to 
leave. Our house will be ready in two 
or three days. It is situated near the 
palace, and surrounded by the enclo- 
sures of princesand nobles. O that the 
Holy Spirit may descend upon us, and 
make us a burning and shining light in 
this benighted region. O pray, my dear 
brother, that the set time te favour 
Burmah may now come, 


Extract of a letter from Dr. Price to tiit 
Corresponding Secretary, dated 
Ava, December 24, 1822. 
MY DEAR BROTHER, 


We have no news of importance to 
communicate: every thing goes on 
pleasantly—the king smiles—and so 
does every body else of course—our 
manners, as missionaries, are so differ- 
ent from those of the captains and mer- 
chants here, who speak our language, 
that they are all desirous of a further 





acquaintance with Americans, supposing 
all our nation are entirely destitute of 


the hauteur they have observed in our 


European neighbours. American ships 
would be received with peculiar favour, 
until some imprudent fellow should set 
them on their guard; and American 
artisans would, I am persuaded, find a 
permanent settlement, especially ifmen 
| were sent out who were holy and blame- 
| less, open and upright ; for such would 
‘be received and retained in favour, 
‘without any suspicion. I have access 
every day tothe royal presence, and 
having an opportunity to complain at 
any time, have not been in the least 
molested. Yesterday, while sitting in- 
side with the young men who wait im- 
| mediately on the royal person, the king 
came close up to me, and sitting down 
on the sill of the door by me, said—* So 
Yoodathan is going back to Rangoon, I 
understand :—I replied,—* Yes; but he 





has at length succeeded in getting a 
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place, and intends com'ng back, at 
which lam extremely glad.’ ‘Why ” 
said one of the young men. ‘ Because it 


is very unpleasant to live here alone.’ | 


The king said nothing, and presently 


got up and went away. But in the af- | 


ternoon, almost as soon as he saw Mr. 
L., he mentioned the circumstance to 
him. ‘ The doctor’s friend is going 
away ; and the doctor, being unwilling 
to stay alone, wants to go too.’ ‘I think 
it must be a mistake,’ replied Mr. L 
‘OQ then, tell them both to stay,’ said 
the king, ‘for I want them to remain 
with me.’ Mr. L. after relating to me 
the above circumstance this morning, 
concluded by urging me to write to 
America for such as I have mentioned 
above to be. sent, saying, he had no 
doubt it would give the American mis- 
sion so permanent a footing, that all the 
changes to which a country like this is 
doomed, would not be able to shake it. 
I must conclude, as brother Judson sets 
out in about two hours, and I must go to 
the palace, as I find it best to omit pay- 
ing my respects on no day except Sun- 
day. 


—@~—- 


CALCUTTA. 


The following was addressed to the 
Corresponding Secretary, by the Rev. 
Dr. Ward, dated Feb. 19, 1823, only 
a few days before his death. 


Calcutta Bible Association —On Fri- 
day, the 3d January, the annual m et- 
ing of this association was held at the 
Town Hall, when a numerous company 
was assembled. The Rev. D. Corrie in 
the chair. The Secretary read the Re- 
port; after which it was reso:.ed, that 
the Report now read be _ received, 
adopted, and printed under the direc- 
tion of the Committee. 

At this meeting, one of the speakers 
gave avery interesting account of the 


death of a native servant, who, by learn- |! 
| Berhampore he has formed a Christian 


ing English, and reading tiie Bible, had 


ee ea —So—s 
te 





and who, in his dying moments, bv the 
side of the Ganges, called on the name 
of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Calcutta Missionary Association.—~ 


| The annual meetings connected with 


| 
| 








heen induced to embrace Christianity, |! 





this association, began on the 6th of 
January last, and ended on the 8th. 
There were five separate services, at two 
of which, in English, Mr. E. Carey and 
Mr. James Hill preached; and at the 
Bengalee services Dr. Carey and several 
others engaged. 

Bengal Auxiliary Missionary Society, 
—The anniversary meeting of this So- 
ciety was held on the 23d January, at 
the Union Chapel, Calcutta, George 
Money, Esq. in the chair, when the Rev. 
Messrs, Yates, J. Hill, M. Hill, E. Carey, 
Pearson, &c. delivered addresses to a 
numerous auditory, who contributed 
more than six hundred rupees as a proof 
of their satisfaction with the object. 

Floating Chapel—We are happy to 
hear, that, by the. exertions made by 
one or two worthy friends of the sailors 
coming to the port of Calcutta, and by 
the never-fuiling liberality of the Calcut- 
ta public, the greater part of the pur- 
chase money paid for the Floating 
Chapel lying off Calcutta has been paid. 

The Baptist missionaries residing in 
Calcutta, have, we understand, a Brah- 
mun under instruction, of respectable 
connexiors, who has renounced his su- 
perstitions, and reads the Holy Scrip- 
tures without ceasing. 

Burdwan.—The missionaries in this 
district have baptized three or four 
young persons: the conversion of two 
of them is the fruit of the system of edu: 
cation established there. 

Moorshudabad.——-Mr. Sutton, we 
learn, at the close of December, was 
pursuing his work with a good degree 
of vigour and success. His health was 
then in as good a state as at any time 
since his arrival in India. He goes out 
daily in the bazars and villages, and has 
recommenced his native schools, At 


church anda Missionary Society. He 
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has baptized twelve persons in the army, 
and is expecting more to be added to 
him. His place of worship is well filled. 
Mr. Sutton mentions his having had a 
letter from Mr. Burton at Sotolga, 500 
miles north of Bencoolen. Mr. B. ap- 
pears happy in his work. 

Mongheer.—Mrs. Chamberlain, in a 
letter to Serampore, dated 31st of De- 
cember, says, “ You willbe glad to hear, 
that the Lord is causing the seed sown 
by my dear departed husband to spring 
up insome hearts. We expect four na- 
tive women to be baptized before the 
close of the week : two of them say, it 
was under Mr. Chamberlain’s Hindoost’- 
hanee preaching that they were brought 
to see their lost state as sinners. Ano- 
ther says, it was his preaching that made 
her first begin to read the scriptures, 
but she did not feel the power of reli- 
gion till within the last five or six 
months: this is the wife of our native 
preacher Nyansook. The other is an 
elderly woman, who was brought to 
hear the word by the persuasion of a 
friend. She has constantly attended 
the preaching of Nyansook since my 
dear husband’s death, and the work in 
her appears to have been gradual. At 
the same time is to be baptized a Eu- 
ropean who was proposed in Mr. Cham- 
berlain’stime : and thus are fulfilled the 
lines of Dr. Watts : 

* Though seed lie buried long in dust, 

It sha’n’t deceive our hope, 

The precious grain can ne’er be lost, 

For grace ensures the crop.” 
Nyansook is full of joy on this occasion : 
he says there are three or four other 
men who he thinks have experienced 
achange of heart: one is a very promis- 
ing young man, a zeminder.” 

Scotland.—By letters from friends in 
Scotland we learn, that the labours of 
Mr. Sinclair among the Scotch Highlan- 
ders have been greatly prospered. Mr. 
Perry, the Baptist minister of Glasgow, 
writes, that he expects his new chapel 
will be ready in the course of the sum- 


. mer of 1823.—Mr. Gilmore, another 
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Baptist minister, has been successful at 
Aberdeen, and has built achapel ; and 
Mr. Watson, a minister of the same de- 
nomination, has built a chapel at Cupar 
in Fifeshire, and hasa church of between 
50 and 60 members. A lady at Glas- 
gow thus writes: “I was calling on 
good Dr. Chalmers the other day. He 
is going on labouring with all his might: 
has a chapel of ease built in his parish, 
and has beside two large schools in 
which he has preaching on the Lord’e 
day.” 





SERAMPORE, 

Translations.—The whole Bible in 
the Chinese is about to issue from the 
press, in five volumes, or inone volume 
4to, It is a ground of thankfulness, 
that the means for accomplishing this 
great work have not failed till its com- 
pletion. A new translation memoir is 
now inthe press During the month 
of December, Dr. Carey was seriously 
indisposed; but by the mercy of God 
he has been enabled to resume his transt 
lation and other labours. 

College.—A gentleman of Liverpoo} 
has sent by the Princess Charlotte, a 
bust illustrative of Messrs. Gall and 
Spurzheim’s system of Craneology or 
Phrenology. This gentleman in his 
letter says, “I have sent it, because of 
its great importance ina scientific point 
of view. Please to let Dr Carey form 
his own opinion, pro or con. For my 
own part, I must say, I cannot resist the 
evidence of my senses in its favour. I 
have put it to the test in more than a 
hundred instances, and without a failure. 
I have only to add that this bust, which 
I now send you, I purchased in London, 
and it was modelled under the direction 
of Dr. Spurzheim, I have found this 
knowledge useful for directing the stu- 
dies of the boys in our school; and 
conducive to a more intimate knowledge 
of mankind.” 

The annual examination of the stu- 
dents of Serampore College took place 


on the 9th of January, in the college 
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hall, at which. His Excelleney Colonel 
Krefting presided, when various exer- 
cises were exhibited in the Sungskrit, 
the Bengalee andthe Persian languages. 
The head student in the Sungskrit gave 
in a translation into the Bengalee of 
the Dushu-koomar, a Sungskrit poem. 
Several students of the Jyotish gave 
accounts of the books they had studied, 
and the progress they had made: and 
i appeared that most of the young peo- 


ple had been studying a system of Geo- | 


graphy, and delineating maps of Hin- | 
doost’han. At the close of the examina- | 
tion, His Excellency Colonel Krefting, | 
in the most condescending manner, dis- | 
tributed the rewards to the different | 
students. The exhibition was truly | 
gratifying. We have received news of | 
the expected baptism of two other} 
Christian students of the college now in | 
Beerbhoom, in addition to the one bap- | 
tized a month or two ago. 

On the 23d December, the Marchion- | 
ess of Hastings, accompanied by lady | 
Harrict Paget, and several other ladies | 
and gentlemen, condescendingly paid a | 
farewell visit to the mission family at | 
Serampore. Her ladyship went over | 
the premises, visiting the botanic gar- 
den, the printing effice, the steam en- | 
gine, and the college. The students 
were assembled te receive her ladyship 
in the college hall, with whose appear- 
ance the Marchioness expressed herself | 
much gratified. The peculiar interest | 
which lady Hastings has taken in the | 
improvement of India, renders her de- | 
parture a subject of deep regret. 

Mrs. Mack, assisted by Mr. Ward’s 
eldest daughter, holds meetings with 
the native Christian females at Seram- 
pore twice a weck. They are learning 
to read, and to use the needle, and ap- 
pear pleased with their new engage- 
ments, from which we hope much good 
will result. They sing a hymn in Ben- 
galee, and one of the native females 
offers up a prayer before they break up. 
In the month of January, a bamacha- 














ree, calling himself a bruhmacharee, 
brahman, called at Serampore, and 


| staid two or three days, having a boat 


and palanquin in attendance upon 
him. This man drank brandy and eat 
biscuit without the least hesitation, and 
could scarcely be prevented frem drink- 
ing toexcess. An orthodox Hindoo, on 
the contrary, holds spirits and food 
cooked by others in utter abhorrence : 
nay, the reception of such food involves 
the loss of cast, bringing on the offen- 
der indescribable misery. Yet this ba- 
macharee preserves his cast and his he- 
nour undiminished. Such are the ex. 
tremes into which a people go who are 
led by custom, without investigating 
the causes and consequences of things. 

The Rev. William Carey, of Cutwa, 
has recently paid a visit to his father, 
accompanied by two native preachers, 
whose appearance, conversation, and 
prayers, were very gratifying. They 
speak of their congregations around 
Cutwa as listening to the gospel with 
an attention which affords the hope 
that they feel a considerable interest in 
it, though they have not courage to 
avow it by taking up their cross (the 
loss of cast may properly be compared 
to a crucifixion) and following the Re- 
deemer. 


The native converts at Serampore, | 


whose knowledge of the gospel, and 
practical exemplification of it, encour- 
age their teachers to send them out as 
itinerants, spend part of each Lord’s- 
day in the neighbouring towns and vil- 
lages, scattering the good seed. On 
the Monday evening, at a meeting for 
prayer, they give accounts of their dis- 
courses. with the heathen; and these 
accounts supply matter for prayer and 
further exertions; and are finally em- 
bodied in the quarterly reports of the 
Hindoo Missionary Society established 
at Serampore. 

On Lord’s-day, the 26th January, 6 
young man of the name of Richards, 
from the artillery at Dum-Dua, aad also 
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a widow, were baptized at the Lall-Ba- 
zar chapel at Calcutta, by brother C. C. 
Aratoon. . 

Calcutta.—Mr. Aratoon has thus di- 
vided the labours of the week for him- 
‘self and the native preachers who assist 
him in this city : 

Morning, from 8 till 12. 


Sunday, At Lall-Bazar chapel. 
Monday, At Mirzapore native chapel. 
Tuesday, At Boitukhuna do. 
Wednesday, At Wellington square do. 
Thursday, Visiting the members of the 
church. 

Friday, At Moonshibazar native church. 
Saturday, Conversing with inquirers. 


Afternoon, from 4 till past 6. 
Sunday, Visiting the sick. 
Monday, Visiting the heathen in their 
houses. 
Tuesday, At Lall-Bazar chapel. 
Wednesday, At do. do. yard. 
Thursday, Visiting the members of the 
church. 
Friday, Visiting the heathen. 
Saturday, Visiting the members. 


Dum-Dum.—The pious soldiers at 
this place have obtained a piece of 
ground on the borders of the canton- 
ments, and have removed the native 
school tothe new grourd, and are col- 
lecting on it the bricks for their new 
chapel. The attendance on preaching 
at the new school heuse is encouraging; 
on the 12th it was filled with attentive 


so decayed, that the first storm would 
no doubt have blown it down; they 
have therefore taken the materials to 
build this new school room. The jour- 





nal of Subroo, the native preacher, is | 
drawn up monthly by Mr. May. Inthe 
month of December, Subroo could not 
itinerate to any great extent, as, besides | 
his having to engage in morning and 
evening public worship with the mem- 





bers of the church, and the superinten- | 
dence of the school, he had in that 
month to take charge of the erection of | 





— — 


the school room, &c. He visited, hows 
ever, several villages, and conversed 
with a number on the way of salvation 
by our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Jessore—Out of thirty families of 
which the village of Anundanugar in 
Jessore is composed, we are informed 
that twenty-five wish to embrace the 
gospel. On the 19th December, three 
persons of the names of Gunesh, Ni- 
tyaee, and Junnka, belonging to these 
friends, visited Mr. Thomas in Jessore ; 
staid two or three days, receiving in- 
structions, and promised to return and 
be baptized, if accepted, on the 2d 
February. Gunesh is the leader of thie 
band of inquirers. Mr. Thomas also in- 
forms us, that he has engaged Ketabdee 


'as an assistant in the branches of this 


church meeting at Vusipore, Badpoo- 
kur, and Gourenatpore. In December 
nineteen members sat down to the 
Lord’s-Supper at Christianpore, another 
branch of the Jessore church. The four 
native preachers have itinerated as 
usual, 

Dacca —The subscriptions collected 
at this station and in its neighbourhood, 
for the native schools, have amounted 
this last year to more than 3000 rupees. 
The fourteen schools at Dacca contain 
between 7 and 800 scholars. A Report 
will soon be published. 

Chittagong.—Mr. Fink thus writes, 
under date 3lst Dec. “ A few days ago 
I was visited again by the same Burman 
(with whom I used to converse about 
religion) and when we were conversing 
with him, and teaching him how to 
adore God, especially in prayer, he 
lifted up his eyes, and said, “ Have 
mercy on me, O God of these gentle- 
men.”—This man is now become hum- 
ble, and has encouraged us to go with 
him to his village, and to preach the 
word to his family and others, which we 
have promised to do.” Mr. Johannes, 
superintendent of the Benevolent Insti- 
tution at Chittagong, writes. “ rhe 
number of children now on the list is 





140, The progress of the highest class, 
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as was observed by the visiters at the 
Jast examination, is as follows: Worked 
double rule of three; answered ques- 
tions in grammar ; repeated select parts 
from Natural Philosophy, such as, Q. 
What is religion? A. That worship or 
homage due to God considered as Crea- 
tor, Preserver, and (by Christians) as 
the Redeemer ofthe world. How many 
religions are there in the world ? Four, 
the Christian, the Jewish, the Pagan, 
and the Mahometan. These boys read 
the Bible, and repeat catechisms and 
hymns by heart. As to their conduct 
at home, many appear very orderly 
now: they read their Bengalee Testa- 
ments to their parents, and often meet 
together to converse on religion. Once 
careless and indifferent to learning, they 
now value it, considering it as that 
which will not only make them wise unto 
salvation, but make them useful mem- 
bers in society. When I consider my 
own case, as once in the broad road to 
destruction, and that I was snatched 
from ruin, I cannot but hope, that there 
will be some in this Institution who will 
have cause to bless God with their latest 
breath. It is highly necessary that the 
boys should be taught to read the Ben- 
galee, that they may enlighten the 
minds of their parents, who are little 
better than their heathen neighbours, 
I had some months ago devoted an hour 
or two after the English, in teaching the 
monitors Bengalee, and succeeded so 
far as to bring them to read the New- 
Testament, but other things interfer- 
ing, | was painfully obliged to give up 
this part of my work.” 

Midnapore.—Mr. De Cruz of this sta 
tion thus writes: At Muneebgur, Pur- 
tabpore. Tumlook, and Gavakhalee, 
read tracts and the gospels, and dis- 
tributed among the villagers about 1200 
Orissa and Bengalee books. ‘The in- 
habitants formerly were afraid to receive 
books lest they should be apprehended, 
but in visiting these places at this time 
they came and earnestly begged books. 
Many of them said they wanted infor- 


mation. They did not know before, 
but now they were convinced that we 
wished only to diffuse heavenly know. 
ledge. The native preacher, Mudun, 
ina letter dated 20th Dec. mentions his 
having met with six persons at Gavyak- 
halee where he was itinerating, who 
entreated to go with him to Midnapore 
to be instructed and baptized. 
Dinagepore.—* Victory to the Lord.-- 
The petition of Shree Ram-Nidhee 
Christian. With the highest respect j 
send numerous salutations. Through 
the goodness of God, the body is in 
health. I always pray for your pros- 
perity, and hope that I am enjoying the 
benefit of your prayers. Mr. Fernan- 
dez has erected a house at Beergunj, 
about 18 miles from Dinagepore, where, 
from the 18th to the 26th November, I 
itinerated to the extent of three or four 
miles, publishing the glad tidings; 
many persons heard, and accepted of 
religious books. Persons of education 
received the books, and conversed with 
me on their contents, and appeared 
pleased. I have regularly itinerated 
from Sadamahul to the distance of three 
or four miles all around. We have also 
at Sadamahul worship every day, when 
nearly one hundred persons attend: I 
rejoice to see that these converted wor- 
shippers are humble, and that they are 
filled with comfort while they sing the 
praises of God. I go annually to the 
fair at Nekmurud, where nearly 50,000 








people assemble, and stay there five or 
six days, making known the gospel, 
and giving tracts to those who ask for 
them. You will receive the particulars 
respecting the state of the church from 
Mr. Fernandez. The salutation of all 
the members to the brethren at Seram- 
pore.’—Mr. Fernandez has favoured 
us with a letter, in which he says he has 
at present not less than twelve candidates 
for baptism. 

Benares.—Mr. Smith thus writes in 
January; Shiva-das, rajpoot, called on 
| me the last month, with a Hindee Tes- 
' tament and a hymn book; he is ver 














“to Serampore, dated 10th January, says, 
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anxious to join the church. He was 
formerly with me for instruction several 
months, but went away, and served as 
a sepoy ; but he did not leave off rea'- 
ing the Testament in his leisure hours, 
notwithstanding the opposition he met 
with from his countrymen: but when 
they were very much against him, he 
left his situation and came tome. On 
the 6th Dec. 1822, I went to Shivapore 
melah, six miles from Benares, where 
crowds of people heard the gospel, and 
gladly accepted thirty Hindee gospels 
with some tracts. On the 12th, a me- 
lah took place at Puchasmochun, where 
I went, and spent a considerable time, 
reading and expounding the scriptures 
to crowds of attentive Hindoos, and 
gave away twenty-eight copies of Hin- 
dee gospels. On the loth, went to 
Chowkaghat melah, in company with 
Mr. Adlington and Mr. Bowley. After 
speaking, we gave away many copies of 
the scriptures. I am going to leave 
Benares to-morrow morning for Allaha- 
bad fair with Shiva-das. 1 expect Mr. 
Bowley will go with me. I have twen- | 
ty-seven children in the native school, 
some of whom can read pretty well. 
Futtyghur.—Mr. Richards, in a letter 








that he has at present a viragee under 
instruction, who has shaken off the 
chain of the cast, and has declared be- 
fore all the people that for seven years 
he has practised the superstitions of a 
viragee without the least benefit, and 
has now rejected them. Mr. Richards 
has also hopes of a brahmun learned in 


Sungskrit, who has read one of the gos- | 


pels through, and has commenced an- 
other; he declares that the Lord Jesus 
Christ is the niskulunker uvutar, the 
spotiess incarnation. He has forsaken 
his idols, and given the images away, as 
fit companions for the moles and the 
batsin the lumber room. Mr. Richards, 
in his journal says, that some Mussul- 
mans were very angry with him one 
day because he affirmed that Christians 
worshipped the living, while the Ma-; 


. 
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hometans worshipped the dead. But 
they acknowledged that he wascorrect, 
after he had reminded them, that the 
Koran admitted that Christ was in the 
fourth heaven. 


Ee 


BENGAL CHRISTIAN SCHOOL SOCIETY. 


The following impressive Address to 
Christians in behalf of the Bengal 
Christian School Society, has been 
forwarded us by Mrs. Colman, who is 
a teacher in the Institution. 


DEAR CHRISTIAN FRIENDS, 


Amipst the numerous and laudable 
efforts which are now made in the cause 
of religion and humanity, the partial 
beholder might be tempted to imagine, 
that almost every call on Christian be- 
nevolence has at length been heard 
and obeyed. But, alas! how frequently 
have the wretched and forlorn taken up 
their abode at our own doors, whilst we 
have neither beheld their suferings nor 
heard their complaints! and when, by 
some sudden occurrence, our attention 
to their circumstances has been excited, 
like Columbus discovering a new world, 
we have been astonished that such an 
object could be so long concealed from 
the knowledge and attention of man- 
kind. A feeling of this kind was not 
uncommon when the first appeals were 
made to the public in behalf of Mis- 
| sionary Societies; and it is hoped that 
'a similar impression will be produced, 
| by the consideration of the momentous 
object which the Brnoat CanristTian 
| Scaoot SocreTy now commends to the 
| prayers and exertions of all denomina- 
tions of Christians. 
| The small success of the gospel in 
| India, has long been the subject of ex 
| ulting scorn to the Infidel, and deep 
‘sorrow to the Christian: whilst you: 
| devoted missionaries, as they have 





| successively fallen victims to this inhos 
pitable climate, have only ! ft the de 
mon of superstition still intrenched is 
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his mighty fertifications, and laughing | 


to scorn their feeble efforts to subvert 
his empire. It becomes us, therefore, 
seriously to inquire if there be not 
some other mode of attack to which, 
by the blessing of God, we may more 


successfully resort: and the voice of | 


experience, as well as of observation, 
replies in the affirmative. Yes,—ap- 
palling as are the ramparts of idolatry, 
they are not impregnable—this moral 
Babylon, which has hitherto defied all 
external opposition, is divided by a 
stream which, if diverted intoa proper 
channel, will, at some favourable mo- 
ment, afford easy access to its unguard- 
ed passes, and deliver the city into our 
hands. The children of this country 
are not yet habituated to the practice 
of idolatry ; and they are, therefore, in 
the fairest condition for imbibing the 
principles of Christianity ; and if their 
minds be pre-occupied by proper in- 
struction, those evils may be prevented, 
which it is so difficult to correct. 

But you inquire, ** Will parents allow 
their offspring to receive religious in- 
struction, and will these young persons 
regard it ?”? It is our happiness to as- 
sure you that they will—During the 
Jast few vears a most astonishing altera- 
tion in their sentiments on this point, 
has been effected among the natives in 
India. At an early peried of Mr. May’s 
residence at Chinsurah, so deeply root- 
ed were their prejudices against even 
the semblance of Christianity, that the 
most distant allusion to it was the signal 
of alarm. On one occasion, when his 
boys were seated in school, their eye 
was attracted by the word “ Jehovah,” 
which their excellent teacher had in- 
serted in one of the lessons on his read- 





ing cards; when, in a moment, as if the 
mystic letters had possessed the miracu- 
lous power which Jewish superstition | 
formerly ascribed to them, the children 





were scattered in every direction ; Mr. 
May being left alone to explain the | 
strange phenomenon. But now multi- | 
tudes of children are daily taught to | 








read “the Holy Scriptures, which are 
able to make them wise unto Salvation.” 
And it has been ascertained that pru- 
dence and affection are generally suc- 
cessful in securing their attention to 
the solemn truths which they are 
taught. 

And while their desire for it is thus 
remarkable, their ability for improve- 
ment is not less conspicuous. In early 
dife the mental powers of the Bengalese 
appear to be quite equal to those of Eu- 
ropeans, and we believe it to be only 
the want of opportunity which prevents 
them from rising to the intellectual ané 
moral eminence of the West. Circum- 
stances and situation have made all the 
difference between them; and they 
forcibly illustrate the sentiment of a 
modern writer, who justly observes, 
“many ofthose whom the pride of re- 
finement has styled barbarians, have 
contained capacities, which, if they had 
been called forth by education, would 
have excited not only the respect, but 
the astonishment of mankind. Nature 
has made more statesmen than have 
governed states, more generals than 
have headed armies ; more philosophers 
than have taught; more orators than 
have harangued; more poets than 
have sung. Wonderful talents for 
literature, for eloquence, for science, 
for government, have been prevented 
from muking their appearance, by the 
want of that cultivation which would 
have drawn them forth.” Yet these 
natural qualities form a small part of 
their character :—they are possessed of 
immortal perishing souls, to which the 
grand catholicon of Christianity is as 
applicable as to any other class of our 
fellow creatures. And is it not inex- 
pressibly painful to see so many mil- 
lions who are endowed with those fa- 
culties which might adorn and bless the 
world, and possessed of those natures 
which might flourish with immortal 
bloom, like many of the plants on 
their native soil, fall a prey to their 
luxuriance, and perish through the want 
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of some friendly hand to give them a 
proper direction. 

Only one feature more in their cir- 
cumstances need be mentioned, to show 
the importance of affording them reli- 
gious instruction, In this country the 
wants of man aré few, and a moderate 
proportion of labour is adequate to sup- 
ply them; consequently his leisure 
time is very considerable. Any of the 
natives can comfortably support himself 
and his family by labouring six hours 
per day; and, therefore, at least, the 
same space of time which is now spent 
mn indolence or sin, might be employed 
in profitable studies. And what might 
be expected if this were the case ? The 
moral element of this country would 
probably as much surpass that of others 
in ripening the fruits of the Spirit, as its 
natural one does now in fostering those 
of nature. 

We wish, however, to call your at- 
tention principally to the wants of the 
native female children, whose spiritual 
welfare it will be a chief design of “the 
Bengal Christian School Society” to 
promote. The lucid statements which 
have so frequently been given respect- 
ing the degraded condition of these 
wretched creatures, render it unneces- 
sary for us to say any thing on the sub- 
ject; and, indeed, were we disposed to 
do so, modesty would lead us rather to 
cast a mantle over this revolting spec- 
tacle than to disclose it; and while we 
approach to administer relief, like the 
two sons of Noah, to do it with averted 
eyes. It has long been questioned 
whether females in this country were 
accessible to Christian charity ; but on 
this subject a doubt can no longer exist. 
By the late efforts of an excellent and 
zealous female, who was sent out to 
this city for the express purpose of im- 
parting instruction to native female chil- 
dren, it has been fully evinced that they 
are willing to receive it. Yes! let it 
echo through the world, that in Calcut- 
. and its environs nearly three hundred 
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native female children are daily educat- 
ed in the arts of domestic life, and the 
principles of true religion. Such a fact, 
we trust, will be sufficient to warrant 
our most extensive efforts for the fur- 
ther advancement of this interesting 
object. 

These, then, are the designs and mo- 
tives which have led to the formation 
of the “ Bencat Carist1an Scuoot So- 
ciety,” which now submits its appeal 
to your serious reflection—and shall it 
plead in vain? We feel persuaded that 
it will not. We know that the cause 
needs only to be stated to be relieved- 
But our hopes are directed considera~ 
bly to you, our female friends ; and sure- 
ly if there be one benevolent institu- 
tion whose claims on your support are 
paramount to all others, it is this. Only 
let gratitude for your own privileges, 
and pity for your sex, have their legiti- 
mate influence on your heart, and we 
fear not for your assistance. Suffer us, 
then, to urge these claims on your sec- 
rious attention. We know that if we 
could give you an adequate idea of the 
necessity which there is for your zeal- 
ous exertions, you would not for a mo- 
ment hesitate in deciding on your duty 
And shall it be said, then, that you ne- 
glected the claims of wretched millions 
on your benevolence, because they had 
not advocates who could do them jus- 
tice? Shall it be said that you could 
weep at the sad story of Jephthah’s 
daughter, whose fate is at beast dubious, 
because it was embellished with the 
gtaces of poetry, and consecrated by 
the charms of music; and that you 
could hear of the annual immolation ot 
hundreds of Indian females with indif- 
ference, because they have no Hande! 
to embalm their memory, and no muse 
to chant their funeral dirge? O, remem- 
ber that their claims are enforced by 


the dying injunction of the Son of 


God ; and let his authority supply the 
defect of human eloquence; and by 
your personal contribntion, vour actiy: 
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efforts in forming Auxiliary Socicties, 
and especially by your earnest prayers 
for the influence of the Holy Spirit to 
be poured out on this institution, show 
yourselves its warm and zealous patrons. 
acnlepnee 
WEST INDIES, 

Iv will be seen by the following ex- 
tract of a letter from Mr. Knibb, at 
Kingston, to a friend in Bristol, that 
further assistance .is greatly needed 
there. We have the pleasure to add, 
that two missionaries, at least, are ex- 
pected to take their departure for that 
port in the ocean, some time in the 
course of next month. 

Kingston, May 3, 1823. 

T.oxe before this reaches you, you 
will have heard of our safe arrival at 
this place. Kingston is our destination 
at present, and will probably continue 
so, should life and health be spared. 
Here is much for allofus todo. I have 
had agreat deal on my hands of late, 
particularly while Mr. Coultart was at 
Annatto Bay. I think that.I have at- 
tended nearly fifty funerals since I have 
been here, so that you will perceive 
that though we have much increase, we 
have almost a proportionate decrease. 
Notwithstanding we are very particular 
in the admission of members, too many 
turn aside and walk no more with us. 
‘Their understandings are very limited, 
exceedingly so with respect to field ne- 
groes, so that we find the greatest diffi- 
culty in understanding what they mean. 
L begin to understand them a little bet- 
ter now, but when I came first, | could 
no more understand many of them than 
if they conversed in Sungskrit or Hin- 
dostanec. 

Our church is conducted somewhat 
on the Methodist plan. It is divided 
wito ‘classes, under their respective 
leaders. These classes meet several 
times a week, in different parts of the 
city, for reading, prayer, &c. Before a 
member is received into the church he 





time as he shall be thought a fit subject 
for baptism. Sometimes they attend 
class for more than a year, or even two, 
before they are admitted, and many arc 
not admitted at all. When a follower 
is proposed as a candidate for baptism, 
the leader must express his approbation 
of the measure, and make inquiries 
into his character in the circle in which 
he moves ; a meeting is then appointed 
to hear his experience, at which the 
| pastor and leaders preside. If the ac- 
| count given be satisfactory, he is admit- 
| ted ; if not, rejected. 

A very pleasing prospect for the 
spread of the gospel has presented 
itself in the neighbourhood of Annatto 
Bay. A missionary that might be sta- 
tioned there would have a cheering 
prospect of usefulness. That part of 
the island is comparatively cool ; not 
near so hot as Kingston. The people 
flocked in hundreds to. hear Mr. Coul 
tart preach, and shed tears when he 
left them. They appear particularly 
desirous of hearing the gospel, and te 
have one sent who will preach to them 
the unsearchable riches of Christ. 

There are many persons who profess 
to be teachers, who are as ignorant of 
the gospel as a Hindoo or Hottentot 
They preach to, and live upon the peo- 
ple, and tel) them tales that are as ri- 
diculous as they are irreligious. One 
woman in the above neighbourhood is 
looked up to with the greatest rever- 
ence. She calls herself Mammy Farra! 
She pretends to forgive sins to all she 
pleases, aud many of the negroes are so 
weak, as to fall down before her to ob- 
tain pardon. These people cry aloud 
forhelp. Some of the black people ge 
about the island preaching and baptizing. 
‘hey generally have a book to preach 
out of, but sometimes mistake a spel- 
ling-book ora dictionary, for a ‘Testa- 
ment, and sometimes preach with it up- 
side down ! 

One of them stole (or borrowed, as 
they would term it) Burns’s Justice, 
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out of! One of the people at the place 
where Mr. Coultart preached, prayed 
thus—“ Lord div me someting man no 
take from me, and me will set up tree 
plantane suckers for a mark .” as an 
Ebenezer, | suppose. 

There are several stations in Jamaica 
that call earnestly for supplies. They 
are dying by thousands every year, and 
have not a single Christian to d rect 
them to the Lamb of God, that taketh 
away the sins oi the world A few 
thousand pounds expended here, would, 
through the blessing of God, soon be 
the means of the salvation of thousands. 
The people are eagerly looking towards 
the “Buckra country” for assistance. 
We beg an interest in your prayers 
both for ourselves, and the perishing 
thousands that encircle us on every 
side. 


a 


MISSION TO HAYTI. 


Tue Rev. Thomas Paul, who was 
sent as a missionary to this island by a 
Society in Massachusetts, has had seve- 
ral interviews with the President and 


heads of government, and has obtained | 


liberty to preach. He wastreated with 
great kindness, though compelled to 
resort to numerous arguments to con- 
vince them, that, to preach Christ to 
their people, would be for the temporal 
and spiritual good of thousands. Gov- 
ernment has promised him protection in 
the prosecution of his good work, 


——= > 
DOMESTIC. 
CHEROKEE MISSION, 

Extract of a letter from the Rev. Mr. Ro 
deris, to the Corresponding Secretary, 
dated 

Valley Towns, September 18, 1823. 

DEAR BROTHER, 


Ar present we have our hands full of | 


business, a large crop to get in, the 
school house to be weather boarded 
Vor. IV .— New Series. 








M 





and floored—two dwelling houses to be 
finished. besides the common labour of 
teaching and providing for a large 
family. 

There is at present a prospect of con- 
siderable increase in the school. Eight 
promising youths have come within a 
few days, and 12 or 15 more will come 
ina few weeks, some of whom come 
from the distance of 70 miles, who on 
that account will be more likely to con- 
tinue. Several that left the school about 
a year agu, have sent to know whether 
they may return. 

Last Friday evening John Timson, one 
of the young men of whom mention was 
made in former letters, as being an in- 
quirer after truth, came to my cabin, 
of his own accord, and gave a very pleas- 
ing relation of the work of grace on his 
soul, and said that he was desirous of 
being baptized on Lord’s day, agreeably 
to the command of Jesus Christ. No one 
could consistently forbid water, that 
this young Indian should not be baptiz- 
ed, who had obtained a hope in Christ, 
and rejoiced therein, for better than six 
months, and ever since his conduct has 
been that of a Christian. Lord’s-day 
afternoon we went from the school 
house down to the river, and after a short 
discourse on the subject, | baptized 
him in the river Hywassee. The ordi- 
nance excited considerable inquiry 
among the people, and I hope some 
seriousness among the scholars. 


I have succeeded better than I ex- 
pected in getting suitable children to 
be named after those worthy persons 
who requested it, viz. We have a 
little girl whom we named Elizabeth 
Greene; she is about 8 years of age, 
and very promising. We have .!so a 
Howard Malcom, and we expect in a few 
days to have a Benjamin Stanton. 

Brother D. Buttrick arrived here this 
morning, accompanied by Mr. Sanders, 
an old Indian warrior, who has been late- 
ly subdued by victorious grace. 

On Monday next we intend to goon a 
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preaching tour together, for a week or || 
two. ‘lay God bless his word to the 
salvation of these Indians. 


MISSION SOCIETY. 


Letter to the Avent of the General Con- 
vention, dated Christian county, Ken 





tucky, August 50, 1823, 
Rev. Sin, 

Bevievixe that missionary intelli- 
gence will not be unacceptable to 


one, who, like you, have devoted your 
life, in order to promote the cause of 
our dear Redee.er’s kingdom on earth, 
I shall take the libe:ty of giving you an |} 
account of the formation of “ Th: 
Bethel Female Baptist Missionary So- 
ciety,” within the bounds of the Rev. 
Wm. Tandy’s church, near Hopkins- 
ville, Christian county, Kentucky. 





For a consiierable time, my mind 
was exercised on the subject of mis- 
sions, and while the brethren of the 
church were engaged in this best of 
causes, I felt desirous to contribute my 
mite towards the advancement of an ob- 
ject, which will ere long engross the 
attention of the whole Christian world. 
These words of our Lord, * Why stand 


ye here all the day idle ?” presented 
themselves with force on my mind, and 
induced me to mention the subject to 
some fricnds, whose feelings, I was hap- 
py te find, accorded with my own. We 
then agreed to make the attempt of 
forming a Society, and were delighted 
to find that our female friends generally 
were pleased with having an opportu- 
nity afforded them of aiding in the mis- 
sionary cause. A suitable constitution 
wa, drafted, and at our first meeting, 
was subscribed by 28 females. Our 
design is the same with that of the 
General Convention, whose proceed. | 





ings we highly approve, and our object | 
for the present, will be to contribute 
towards the support of the Carey Mis- 
sion, by furnishing the Indian children, 
under the care of the Rey. L M‘Coy, i 





with such articles of clothing as we may 
find ourselves able to spare. 

On Saturday, the 23d inst. agreeably 
to notice, the Society met at Bethel 
meeting house, and after praise and 
prayer by elders Tandy and Warfield, 
the Socicty proceeded to the election 
of officers, for the ensuing year, when, 
upon counting over the votes, it appear- 
ed that the following ladies were duly 
elected — 

Mrs, El zabeth Tandy, Treasurer. 

Mrs. Frances I. Pendleton, Secretary. 

And Mrs. A. H. Harrison, N. Perry, 
C. Burrees, M. Jackson, S W. Ander- 
son, S. Ray, and A. Tandy, members of 
the Execut ve Committee. 

The members present (21 in number) 
then contributed suc. articles of cloth 
and clothing as they had _ prepared, 
amounting, by estimation, to the sum of 
$60 123; received donations, in cloth- 
ing from three individuals, amounting to 
$7 684, besides $2 in money, from two 
others; amounting in all to $69 81 cts. 
Several subscribers were prevented 
from attending, in consequence of 
which, our contribution is smaller than 
it otherwise would have been. he 
Society then ordered, that the whole of 
the contributions be delivered over to 
elder Vandy, who has kindly under- 
taken to forward them to the Rev. Mr. 
M‘Coy. 

Our next annual meeting will be 
held in August, 1824. 

Some two or three years past, we en- 
joyeda refreshing season, but, alas! at 
present, religion is not prospering 
amongus. ‘the majority of professors 
do not feel a missionary spirit, and how 
can they hope for better times. I rejoice 
to hear of the revivals in New-England ; 
there our brethren and sisters have 
been foremost in promoting the mis 
sionary cause, and it appears that the 
Lord has rewarded them an hundred 
fold, for their labour of love. 

Accept, Sir, my best wishes for your 
success in the cause of missions. 

Frances I, Penvieren 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 





SOCIETY FOR IMPROVING THE CON- | 


cottage and its furniture. The girls 


DITION OF THE IRISH PEASANTRY. |} were to be taught needle-work and 


Tur Report read at the first annual | plaiting straw; and the clothes of ach 


meeting of this institution, lately held | 
in London, stated, that the object of 
the Society was to establish in the, 
heart of the British empire, an institu-| 
tion to be constantly occupied in dis- 
covering and employing means for bet- 
tering the condition of the poor in Ire- | 
land. ‘This object, it was presumed, 
would be best attained by increasing | 
the means of industrious employment 
to the Irish poor; by inducing them to | 


act more frequently in the spirit of | 


emulation ; and by inspiring them with | 


a taste for regular and cleanly habits ; 


and these points were proposed to be 


gained by the distribution of premiums 
by the resident clergy and gentry, to 
peasants distinguished for their indus- 
try, for the maintenance of large fami- 
lies in industrious habits, for the care- 
ful cultivation of their plot of ground 
and gardens, and for the superior neat- 
ness and cleanliness of their persons 
and cabins: also, by the occasional and 
gratuitous publication of such practical 
information as may be best adapted to 
improve the condition of the Irish 
peasantry, as respects their domestic 


~~ 


comforts, the construction of their ca- 
bins, and their implements of agricultu- 
ral labour. In pursuance of this de- 
sign, the sum of 90/. was remitted to 
Newmarket, in Clare; Castle Magner, 
in Cork; and Bannow, in Wexford. 
The Committees who undertook the 
distribution af that sum proposed giving | 
various premiums, from one pound to ! 
five shillings, to those persons who || 
should keep the following objects in | 
view. The children were to be em- 
ploved as soon as their strength would || 
permit, in sweeping and cleaning the | 








member of the family, Lowever coxrse 
or old, were to be mended. The chil- 


dren were also to be engaged in w ork- 


ing inthe garden The mother wasto 
be induced to wear a habit better adapt- 
ed to household work, and less waste- 
ful of cloth, than the long slattcrnly 
gowns generally worn in Ireland. The 
pigs, poultry and cow, were to be ba- 
nished from the cabin. ihe house was 
to be white-washed annually, internally 
and externally, to keep off the typhus 
fever. The windows were to be open- 
ed daily, and the bedding aired in fine 
weather. There was to be a chimney 
to get rid of the smoke. In the garden 
there were to be several kinds of vege- 
tables, as well as fruit trees. Bees were 
also to be attended to, as an easy mode 
of procuring an additional subsistence. 





CIRCULATION OF TRACTS. 


Tue extent which the circulation of 
religious tracts has attained, may be 
judged of from the following statement; 
that, by means of one institution alone, 
“the Tract Society,” no fewer than 
5,711,000 tracts were issued during last 
year,—making a total, since the forma. 
tion of that Society, of fifty-one millions. 
To the attendants on fairs, 105,000 
tracts had been distributed during the 
year; and inthe metropolis, 206,000, 
entitled “Dying Speeches,” being an 


| attempt to turn to the purposes of reli- 


giousimprovement,the awful and afflict- 
ing scenes of our public executions. An 
individual member of this Society is 
stated to have affixed 20,000 broad sheet 


‘| tracts on the walls of cottages in place 


of the superstitious and demoralizing 
productions of the hawkers’ baskets. 
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| atid - Schools. Teachers. Scholars, 
In freland S. . » deh ee 
W«: copy from a public journal, the fol- | §, Socicty, ¢ 1,519 11,628 149,789 


lowing statements, made at the last | Hiber’an So, ‘’ 
annual meeting of the “ Sunday School , in Sunday 10 


I Schools, J 


PROGRESS OF SUNDAY SCHOOLS. 


~ 


i) 6,824 
Union.” 
“The Report stated the formation of | . 


| | of | 7,173 71,275 764,991 

a number of new Sunday Schools in | making an addition of 108,449 scholars: 

> Ac ¥ ‘ > v € . « 7 » € | - 

Pagis, Chare nton, Calais, and Gibraltar. || since last year. 

in India, Miss Cooke had under her | 

care 4U0 female children. st ! 
male children. As Ply oF RECEIPTS OF RELIGIOUS CHARITIES 

books to the value of 75/. had been for- | iw 1822 


warded to New South Wales; and books | ee a ee ee 
. || The following is a list ofthe receipts o 

tothe amount of 11/. 9s. voted for Van . 5} na a P , 

| some of the principal religious charit- 


Dieman’s Land. 1 MPO Fe ; 

“The cchecls ia the Saih-Oee ie ae _—_ in England, for the 

ands, West Africa (negroes,) and South |; “#%* Ye? 
(negroes) || B. and F. Bible Soc’y £ 97,062 11 9 


Africa, increase and prosper. The | 








. : , ‘| Hibernk . 4345 QO 1 
New-York Female Union embraced 37 |, aan Mil " i aun : 
schools, 2854 scholars, and 514 teachers, | ~ a ae a - gt oer 

. ” ’ Merch. Seamen’s do. 648 10 2 , 


superintended by a Committee of 30 
ladies; the Union for boys, 42 schools, 
540 teachers, and 4055 boys. The 
Philadelphia Sunday School Union, i 
which extends to 13 states, had in its ! 


. So. for Chr. knowledge 57,714 19 11 
i Society for propagating 

the Gospel about 20,000 0 0 
Church Missionary So. 32,265 4 9 


o 9 
connexion 402 schools, 4197 teachers, || London do. pee 1 
2 » . | Wesleyan do. 30,252 6 7 
and 31,997 scholars. That Society had 

: +: _ || Baptist do. 14,400 0 0 
sent out a Sunday School Missionary, || ; ri 
oz : a || Moravian do 2,691 8 $ 

who had travelled 2500 miles to visit the || : 
| General Baptist Soc. 1,200 0 0 


different schools. 


a Missionary Soc. 4,311 O 0 

“In Canada a Sunday School Union Home fissionary Soc ~ 
. hi | Baptist Home Miss. Soc. 1,059 18 8 
had been formed, with which stand con- |} _~ “0 
‘ | Hibernian Society 8,984 13 6 
nected 28 schools, 200 teachers, and || ’ i 
ne Sun. School So forlIreland1,883 17 2 
1200 children. There were 858 scho- re oad ‘ : aa a 
lars in Newfoundland, and 233 in Nova ae Se 2S 
aie —— Irish el. Book& Tract $0.3,750 7 7 
“In the West Indics (principally at Ten ee 6 7 
: vi re National Society, about 2,500 0 0 


Antigua) there were 6000 Sunday 
School scholars; and the four princi- 
pal Missionary Societies educate no less 
than 40,000 at their various settle- 
ments.” 


Br. and For. School Soc. 2,053 16 11 
Sunday School Society 540 4 6 
Sun. School Union Soc. 1,746 19 2 
Soc. for promoting Relig. 


. Know. among the P - . >} ae 
Of the demestic statements. the follow- ' 5 . Por 88 15 : 
; Soc. for Conversion of 
ing are the totals :— A 
Schools. Teachers. Scholars eben . aA0O ing 
"|| Prayer-books & Hom. So..2,082 9 6 


In London, 397 = =—5,085 55,175 Religious Tract Soc. 8,809 1 


3 
Country Un- : . ain 
ions, Ke. in s ante svsee- sean TO SE e- Tettes. § Oe “ee 


England, sontinental Society 1,556 2 
Do Wales, 974 14,018 98,240 || African Institution L334 -2 1 
Sab. Schools, ) Soc. for Relief of Poor 


999 2 9 
Scotland, ¢ 1792 3,000 71,300 








Pious Clergymen 2,282 8 2 
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POPE PIUS VII. 

Pivs VII. was born at Cesana, in the 
territories of the Romish church, on 
the 11th of August, 1742. He was de- 
scended from the illustrious family of 
Yhiaramonte, and received the name of 
Gregoria Barnaba. 

A writer in the New-York Observer 
has given an outline of his life and pon- 
tificate, from which we select the fol- 
lowing facts. 

At the age of sixteen, Gregoria en- 
tered a convent at his native place, be- 
longing tothe order of St. Benedict. 
Here, in a state of actual seclusion 
from the world, he passed his days in 
the observance of the rituals of his reli- 
gion, and in a profound and active study 
of philosophy and the sciences. His 
learning and amiable disposition secured 
him the esteem and admiration of his 
associates, as well as the love of his Su- 
perior. He afterwards left the convent 
and commenced the study of divinity 
and the canonical law. Such was his 
progress in these branches of study, 
that in a public disputation held in the 
church of St. Calisto, at Rome, he as- 
tonished tae aucitory, and was heard 
with the greatest applause. His repu- 
tation for learning and virtue became 
very extensive, and he was afterwards 
appointed lecturer of philosophy in the 
convent of St. John the Evangelist, at 
Parma. Here he read with distinguish- 
ed approbation, but was soon called to 
Rome by the abbot of St. Paul, to in- 
struct his novices in philosophy. He 
completed his task greatly to the satis- 
faction of the abbot, and was then ap- 
pointed lecturer of divinity in the con- 
vent of St. Anselmo. In this situation 
he continued nine years, and at the end 
of that time was elected prior of the 
convent He was afterwards raised to 
the dignity of abbot, and his piety and 
erudition attracting the attention of 
pope Pius VI. be appointed him to th« 
bishopric of Imola. So much was his 
character eateemed, that in two years 


‘ 








= 





afterwards he was elevated by his holi- 
ness to the office of cardinal. 

In the adversity of pope Pius VI. and 
during the detention of that pontiff in 
France, he, like the rest of the dignita- 
ries of his church, was a fugitive from 
Rome, and shared the persecution of the 
French Directory. 

On the death of Pius the sixth, the 
sacred conclave assembled at Venice, 
and unanimously elected the cardinal 
Chiaramonte to the Holy See. The de- 
cision of the conclave was announced 
to the multitude by a herald on the 14th 
of March, 1800, and the tidings were 
received by them with demonstrations 
of great joy. On the following Sabbath, 
he was solemnly crowned, and assumed 
the name of Pris, as a mark of respect 
for his immediate predecessor. 

After the French had evacuated the 
Roman territories, the newly elected 
pontiff took possession of his capital, and 


immediately commenced a reform of 


the abuses that had cr€@pt in among his 
subjects ; and actively employed his ef- 
forts in meliorating their condition, and 
restoring order, by removing the la- 
mentable effects of the Gallic invasion. 
He established in his own household a 
rigid economy, suppressed the immuni- 
ties of the clergy and nobles, equalized 
taxation, and relieved those who had 
been before oppressed by the burden- 
some impositions of government. 

On the 10th of September, 1801, he 
concluded a treaty of pacification with 
Napoleon, which gave peace to his peo- 
ple, and restored to them their bishops 
and cardinals, who had been driven 
from their flocks by the enemy, and scat- 
tered over Europe. 


On the second day of December, 
1804, he placed the imperial crown on 
the head of Napoleon I. In 1809, Bona- 
parte declared Rome to be a free impe- 
rial city, and deprived the pope of his 
sovereignty; in consequence of which, 
his holisess soon aficr issued a sentence 
of excommunication against the mo- 
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narch of France, and all his co-operators. | 


Napoleon secured the person of the | 
pope, and kept him in confinement ; but 
after a time found it expedient to re 
lease him In 1813 a reconciliation be 
tween the pope and emperor took 
place. and the former was restored to 
all hisdignities. By a proclamation, he 


restored to the full and free exercise of || 
their functions, the society of Jesuits, | 


which his predecessor, Clement XIV. 
had dissolved. 

Early in June last, in rising from his seat 
he fell on the floor, and broke the neck 
of the femoral bone, and after lingering | 


——— 


24th of his pontificate 


} 
| 
| 
| world generally allow him to have n0s- 
! 

|sessed sincere and unaffected piety, 
i] 

Very few Roman pontiffs have descend- 
ed to their graves with so little to dis. 
grace their characters, as Pius VII. A 
|| certain writer says, that ‘no one ever 
! suspected him of any vices, but that all 
|his virtues are negative ; and his best 
quality is, not to do good, but to pre- 
vent evil.” 





MR. IRA D. LOVE. 


Dien, in this City, on the 26th ult. Mr. 
Ins D Love, aged 26 years, a member 


of the Junior Class in the Columbian | 


College. He was a native of Hartford, 
New-York, where, about six or seven 
years since, he was licensed to preach 
the gospel, by the Baptist church under 
the pastoral care of the Rev. Calvin H. 
Swain. In his first attempts at preach- 


ing, we are told that he gave very en- 
couraging indications that Heaven had | 


favoured him with a sound mind andthe 


| 
giftsofthe Spirit. His undoubted piety | 


and consistent zeal in the cause of the 
Redeemer, induced in his friends the 
belicf that he was formed for eminent 
usefulness in the ghurch of God. Inthe 
beginning of October, 1820, he joined 


the Baptist Theological Institution, then | 
located in Philadelphia. At the open- 
ing of the Columbian College in this | 
District, in January, 1822, he entered | 
the Sophomore Class, in which he ever | 
maintaned an honourable standing. 
During the Jast summer vacation, he 

visited several of the lower counties of 


| Virginia, in the employ of a Domestic 
Missionary Society. He was there attack- 
| ed by the prevailing fever, and reduced 
| very low ; but recovered so far as to be 


} able to return to the city, where, after 
|| lingering about six weeks, he fell asleep 


| in the Redeemer. On the day follow- 
ing his death, his remains were interred 
with suitable honours on the College 
premises, where his fellow-students, in 
testimony of their respect for his ami- 
able character and personal worth, have 
made arrangements for erecting a monu- 
But the best 
eulogium, pronounced upon his cha- 
racter, is the regret expressed by all 
who knew him, for the loss which his 


ment (o his memory. 


worthy parents, which society, and es- 
pecially the church of Christ, have sus- 
tained. He was wholly devoted to the 
cause in which he was engaged, and 
scemed earnest for the period to arrive, 
when, clad for the engagement, he 
should be able toemploy ali his powers 
in the service of his Master. With 


literary and scientific pursuits, he was 





livhiv pleased; indeed, his mind was 








) until the 20th of August, departed this 
life, in the 82d year of his age, and the 


He was a man of mild disposition and 
amiable deportment. The Christian 
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evidently fitted for deep thought and 
profound investigation. He  soug/it 
mental improvement—and that for th 
sole purpose of rendering himself morc 
His views of 
the Christian ministry, its legitimate 
functions, and great responsibility, were 
scriptural and sound. 


useful to his fellow-men. 


In the benevo- 
lent objects which now engage the 
Christian world, he felt a deep interest. 

That our departed brother was free 
from all the foibles which are incident 
to human character, perhaps cannot be 
said ; but they were so few that no one 
rec’ Hected them. His virtues are often 
called to remembrance, and will, we 
hope, be imitated by many. His dispo- 
sition was mild, his manners easy and 
affabie; he lived like a Christian, 
preached the truth with faithfulness and 
affection, and died in the full hope of a 
blessed inheritance in the skies. If we 
estimate our loss by the indications-he 
gave of future usefulness, it is great. 
But God has made the breach—on Him 
we rely to supply it. 





REV. WM¥ WARD, D.D. 


At Serampore, East Indies, where he 
had for about twenty-four years devot- 
ed his time and talents to missionary 
toils, this excellent servant of the cross 
rested from his labours and sorrows. 
In a letter, dated March 8, from Mr 
Yates, one of the Baptist missionaries at 
Calcutta, to his friend in England, we 
find the following particulars. 


“I know not of any death that has 
affected meso much since that of our 














beloved Trowt. Chamberlain’s death 


we were prepared to expect; but this |) 


has come upon us like a thunder clap, 
which has filled us with consternation 
Brother Ward was down in Calcutta, 
at the Monthly Missionary Prayer Meet- 
ing, held at the Loll Bazar chapel, on 
Monday evening. Every one remark- 
ed how well and how cheerful he look- 
ed ; but, alas! before the week has clos- 





tered into the joy of his Lord His 
s.ckness lasted only about one day ; 
his complaint was the cholera mrbus, 
the disease so fatal in this country, and 
that of which our dear brother Anunda 
died. Dr. Carey was in Calcutta on 
Friday morning, as usual, and he in- 
formed us that when he left home, bro- 
ther Ward was very ill of the cholera 
morbus, and in the same evening, after 
he returned, he wrote me the note 
which I send enclosed. O! how true 
is it that in the midst of life we are in 
death! | feel extremely sorry that I 
have not been able to attend his fu- 
neral. This last week I have been very 
unwell, owing to the ve of the 
I had taken calomel 
pills in the course of the week, and 


scason. 


about an hour before I received the 
Doctor’s note, I had taken four more, 
so that it was impossible for me to at- 
tend. The disease of which he died 
was so rapid and so violent, that it in- 
capacitated him for conversation, and 1 
believe he spoke very little. How mys- 
terious are the ways of Providence, that 
he should have been preserved in his 
journeys by land and by sea, and then 
taken away, as in a moment, from the 
bosom of his family, in the full enjoy- 
ment of health and strength ! 

“J pray that this event may be gra- 
ciously sanctified to us all. Does it not 
say, ‘Therefore be ye also ready, for 
in such an hour as ye thmk not, the 
Son of man cometh’? His late visit to 
England and America will, Iam sure, 
make his death to be deeply lamented 
by all-the friends of the mission. I am 
afraid that coming so soon after the 
death of hrs son Felix, it will have too 


| powerful an effect on the Doctor’s 


mind, though on these occasions it is 
astonishing how much Christian resig- 
nation he displays.” 

[t is earnestly hoped the apprehen- 
sion which have been entertained re- 
lative to the invaluable hfe of Dr. Carey 
will not be realized, and that it will 
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as in a letter recently received from f} With love and fear 
him by Dr. Ryland, in which he men- He labour’d here, 
tions his having been brought very low, But now his ardent spirit’s flown, 
he adds, “ but lam now nearly as well To be for ever blest. 


as before.” 
In the London Baptist Magazine, for 
September last, we find the following 


On earth he sojourn’d for a while, 
And like his Master prov’d 
A fervent zeal 
For sinner’s weal, 
On the Death of Mr. Ward. Anxious their footsteps to beguile 
To paths his spirit lov’d. 


lines, 


Weep, Zion, weep, let tears of grief 

















With calm submission flow ; But he is gone to weara crown 
The man of God Which cannot fade away, Bi 
His “ course” has trod, And midst the blest 
And finds a permanent relief Enjoy a rest, 
From all his labours in this world of wo. || More soft than earthly beds of down, = 
Weep, Zion, weep, a saint is gone In realms of ceaseless day. \ 
To his eternal “ rest ;” E, DERMER. i wil 
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